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De THE 


CITY OF LONDON. 
In Reference to the D EBT to TheORPHAN 9, and Others. 


Y the Cuſtom of LO N'DO N, Confirmed by divers Acts of Parliament, The Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen are Guardians of the OR P HAN S of all Freemen of the ſaid City,and have-the Care 
and Government of Them and their Eſtates. 

By that Cuftom, the Executors of every the faid Citizens are Bound,cither to find ſufficient 
Sureties to the Chamberlainfor the OR P H ANS Portions; or otherwiſe,To Pay the ſameunto 
the Chamberlain of London as a Depoſit, to be kept for Them until Security be found , or their 

_ reſpective Portions become Due. : 

In regard the Eſtates of the Citizens were moſtly Perſonal,and liable to be Waſted by Widows 
and Executors ; That Cuſtom has been very neceſſary , for the Protection and Preſervation of 
the Perſons, Eſtates and Marriages of many Thouſands of : Orphans. 
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was put upon Them of very great Charges and Expences to the Then Government: And the Tr ating and 8 
increaſing till the Rebellion in /re/and broke our, "They were conſtrained by the Powers ro whom They were ſubje@*,; tor. 7 4 
lay out many other great Sums of Moxy, whereby They then became much Indebted. : RH * 5. IE 

Nevertheleſs the Credit of the City continuing, many Executors (unwilling or unable-to find Security ); beſought' the 
Court of Aldermen to take the Orphans Mony upon Intereſt, which ought to have been only a Depoſit; Who were 
thereby induc'd to take the ſame at Intereſt, which has amounted to the preateſt part of the Debr now Owing. 


Not only this Burthen of 7ztere/t for Orphans Portions was unduly brought upon the Chamber ; but rhe Citzes Revenues, 


- 


TTL; 
<1, Mt . 
A WEE Cats 
S:78Dj1w7 * 53% 
mn ESE< 


by the long continued Troubles, were greatly Lefſened; And the dreadful Fire of Londox hapning :. By the concurrence of , 
ſo many Publick Miſeries, They were rendred almoſt Deſperate to Anſwer ſo great Demands. HRS 
Yet the Court of Aldermen ceaſed nor theircontinual Endeavours, to find the beſt Ways and Methods (by Retrenching ; 


* their Charges, and Improving their Revenue) towards fatisfying the ſaid Debt ; And did continue Paying both Principal 


and 1ztereft till after the zo Warrants brought againſt the City, to deſtroy their Being : Which not only put them to- great ' 2 
- Charge ;- bur ruin'd their Credit, and rendred them for eycr uncapable to anſwer thoſe Demands, unleſs by the Aſſiſtance of, 3 
- the Parliament. | | | | \ +. "x5 


For that Reaſon, The City of Londen have ſince that Time made Their Application to every Parliament, andin the Firſt - j 
Parliament of Their MA FESTIE'S, a Bill for that purpoſe was Twice Read in the Houſe of Commons; And the City 
having laid before Them their Revenue, the Particulars for the Relief were Agreed upon in a Grand Committee of. that Whole : 
Houſe : To which the Houſe Concurred, and (as we believe) the Bill had paſſed there, if it had- not been prevented by a | 
Prorogation. - +: | OE, 6 | gy . 

- And the City have Endeavoured, That the fame Bi/! might be Received by this Preſent Houſe of Commons; Who did the 
- Laſt Seſſion ſeveral times Appoint a Day for the Canſideration of that Matter. _ - | < 
© | And notwithſtanding the City has not Received! any Moxy of ORPHANS (or Others) at Intereſt, or by way of Depoſit, 7 
 fince Chriſtmeſs, 1683 ; Yet ſince that Time (by getting in Debts formerly Owing to rhe City , Retrenching Expences, and 
Improvement of their Revenue ) "They have Paid to 417 Orphans (whoſe Portions in the Chamber of Lo-ndon exceeded not 
2 Five and Fifty Pounds) Their Whole Debt, Amounting to | | a | 
Ten Thouſand Six Hundred Seventy Three Pounds, Two Shillings and Eight Pence ; 
Te And have further Paid to the ORPH ANS, and Others, for Intereſt, | | | | | A 
. Ninety Seven Thouſand, Two Hundred and Fifty Pounds,  _— 
And this Preſent. Court of Aldermen do humbly Infſiſt, That they have done, and do ſtill uſe Their utmoſt Endeavours, We 
; 20 find outall Concealments of the Cities Rights, and believe Themſelves ffficiently Inſtruted in All the Intereſts and 
© Concerns of the City, from whence any Profit can poſſibly ariſe ro the OR PHAN S; And that there can ricither be juſtly 
©,  Objeted againſt them any Failure of their Duties therein, or the leaſt Waſt or Miſemploymentof any part of Their Incom; 
op _ there has been any Defe& in giving Reaſonable Encouragement to any Perſons, who can'do any further Service 
for the Orphans. | £ 6 SL | 
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2 | X Printed by SAMUEL ROTCRO FT, Printer to the Honourable City of LO N DON, 1691. . 
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